
 

 

 

 

 

 

March 3, 2023 

 

 

The Honorable Dianne Feinstein 

United States Senator 

331 Hart Senate Office Building 

Washington, DC  20510 

 

The Honorable Alex Padilla     

United States Senator 

112 Hart Senate Office Building 

Washington DC, 20510 

 

The Honorable Nancy Pelosi 

Speaker Emerita of the House of Representatives 

1236 Longworth H.O.B. 

Washington, DC 20515 

 

Re: Letter of Support for $5,000,000 for Zuckerberg San Francisco General Hospital 

 

Dear Senator Feinstein, Senator Padilla, and Speaker Emerita Pelosi: 

 

We write to request your support for $4,000,000 in funding from the Department of Health and Human 

Services, Health Resources and Services Administration, Program Management to update and renovate 

Zuckerberg San Francisco General Hospital’s (ZSFG) Family Health Center. Additionally, we write to 

request your support for $1,000,000 in funding from the Department of Justice, State and Local Law 

Enforcement Activities, Office of Justice Programs, Byrne Discretionary Grants for equipment and 

programming to create a new Children & Adolescent Support Advocacy and Resource Center. Both of 

these care centers will be part of a seismically retrofitted, newly designed, and state-of-the-art 

Outpatient Health Center at Zuckerberg San Francisco General.  

 

As you may know, ZSFG moved into its new inpatient hospital building in 2016, vacating a seven-

story tower that currently serves as its outpatient clinical center but no longer meets seismic standards. 

Now, ZSFG wants to retrofit and redesign the building to better accommodate a new wraparound, 

longitudinal, and preventative care approach to their medical services – highlighted by the Children & 

Adolescent Support Advocacy and Resource Center and the Family Health Center. 

 

ZSFG designed the new facility to house all outpatient services upon completion, amounting to 

approximately 500,000 patient visits per year and serving San Francisco’s vulnerable population with a 

distinct set of needs. The hospital’s approach aims to expand its care to include social issues such as 

food and housing, preventative screenings for early identification of health issues, and collaboration 
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with respective providers as partner. With a new facility designed to execute this approach, ZSFGH 

will be able to allow care teams to be together, learn from each other, and thus, better serve its patients.  

 

The Family Health Center and the Children & Adolescent Support Advocacy and Resource Center 

exemplify the commitment to this new wraparound approach. The Family Health Center serves as the 

primary family health clinic, and an updated Center will provide approximately 15,000 patients with 

comprehensive care that integrates mental health and other preventative and social services in primary 

medicine. The creation of the Children & Adolescent Support Advocacy and Resource Center will 

open a new space that houses specialized professional services for children, adolescents, and their 

families who have experienced trauma and need acute, wraparound care for healing. These two Centers 

are central to making ZSFG’s new approach to medicine a reality for its patients. 

 

Investment in the new Outpatient Health Center will create cost-saving practices over time by better 

supporting the hospital’s ability to provide preventative wellness services. Routine, preventative care 

helps solve health problems or finds them before they result in costly inpatient services. An upgraded 

Outpatient Health Center reduces the likelihood that the number of inpatient beds or the emergency 

department’s size will become rate-limiters in ZSFG’s ability to deliver care. Access to preventative 

services reduces the likelihood that patients leave chronic diseases untreated until it becomes a crisis. 

 

ZSFG has been on the frontline of treating California’s neediest population, and investment in the 

hospital cannot be more critical. Amidst the homelessness and addiction crises, access to quality 

medical services is imperative, and ZSFG embodies our commitment to health care for all. 92% of 

ZSFGH’s patients are uninsured, under-insured, jailed, unhoused, and/or undocumented. About half 

prefer to conduct medical visits in a language other than English. One in four families report difficulty 

with housing; one in six report worrying about not having enough food for everyone in the household. 

Federal funding will uplift the hospital’s commitment to serving our city’s neediest at this pivotal time.  

 

The hospital has a long legacy of aiding the community. Opening its doors in 1872, ZSFGH is the 

city’s first public hospital. Since its founding, the hospital has aided thousands in the city during times 

of need. In 1906, during the Great San Francisco Earthquake, the hospital became the local facility for 

shelter and care. In 1972, the hospital received its Federal Trauma Care Center and has maintained it 

ever sense. Additionally, in 1981, the first AIDS case was confirmed at SFGH. The hospital opened 

Ward 58 and Ward 86, the nation’s first AIDS inpatient and outpatient clinic respectively, setting the 

standard for the treatment and care of AIDS. Most recently, the hospital helped steward San 

Franciscans through the COVID-19 pandemic and provided key services safely during lockdown. 

 

ZSFGH is a model of access to and quality of care for the country. We look forward to the impact this 

new Outpatient Health Center will have on the well-being of so many lives every day. Thank you for 

your consideration of our support for San Francisco General Hospital’s funding request.  

 

Sincerely,  

    
Scott Wiener   Matt Haney    Philip Y. Ting 

Senator, 11th District   Assemblymember, 17th District Assemblymember, 19th District 








































